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The article reviewed below gives a false impression about the state of affairs regarding freedom of association and the ability of opposition groups to hold demonstrations in Russia, especially in Moscow.  It also omits some very relevant and piquant details in the biography of the main subject, the head of the National Bolshevik Party, Eduard Limonov, the prism through whom the article discusses demonstrators’ freedoms in Russia.  Specifically, it fails to mention that demonstrations by more moderate democrats recently have not been dispersed in this fashion or its leaders Lyudmilla Alekseeva and Lev Ponomarev detained in the fashion the article describes.
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Anti-Authoritarian Protests in Moscow Meet Stern Response
ALAN CULLISON
MOSCOW ​ The militia officers with truncheons arrived at the central Moscow square long before any protesters. They seized the featured speaker as he got out of his car, and stuffed him into a windowless truck, witnesses said.
Police arrested 26 more people as they arrived at Moscow's Triumphalnaya Square Tuesday, bundling them into other buses that sat waiting around the square with their curtains drawn. A handful of arrivals who were not arrested, mostly youths, raised a ragged chant denouncing Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, and a row of riot police shoved them down a side street and out of sight. For two years democracy activists have led forays onto the square to protest the authoritarian streak that they say defines the Kremlin's intentions for Russia. The abbreviated results -​ Tuesday's rally never got started -​ have come to highlight the conundrums of Russia's beleaguered opposition, as well as the stamina that might save it.1,2,3,4,5, The rallies were started by beatnik writer and poet Eduard Limonov
,2,3,7 who in 2009 called on followers to gather at the square on the last day of any month containing 31 days. The rallies commemorate Article 31 of the Russian constitution, which putatively guarantees all Russians the freedom of assembly. And at each rally the authorities have been displaying precisely the kind of behavior that Mr. Limonov's followers have gathered to protest.
Tuesday was the fourth time this year that Mr. Limonov sat under arrest for trying to hold a public meeting. On New Year's Eve, police nabbed him a few yards from his doorstep, as he left for the square. A judge sentenced to him 15 days in jail the next morning.
The sentence was was not much of a hardship, said Mr. Limonov, a longtime Kremlin critic who spent two years imprisoned in a previous brush with the authorities
.2,3,7 "Prison is not that bad if you've been there before," he said.
Being jailed, in fact, has become part of Mr. Limonov's monthly commute to rallies, and a credential making him a bona fide oppositionist. He was arrested again at the end of January and in March, always escorted by the same police colonel to a waiting truck. "He is very polite, a nice man," he said. "But I would not say he is a friend of mine."
Mr. Limonov is always arrested before he makes it to the square to speak, and lately judges have been releasing him after ordering him to pay small fines. Each time, he said, "I told the judge each time that I am perfectly guilty. I offered no defense.
"2,3,7
The tactic of getting arrested at monthly meetings ​ dubbed Strategy 31 by Mr. Limonov ​ appears to have metastysized to other cities in Russia since it began two years ago and made it a focus of a variety of opposition groups, regardless of their differing views.
On Tuesday organizers said they held parallel marches in St. Petersburg and a dozen other Russian cities, as well as small protests in London, New York and Rome, organizers said. The largest rally was in Russia's second-largest city, St. Petersburg, where sixty people were arrested and Mr. Limonov's main organizer was severely beaten after he taken to a police station
.2,3,7
But the successes of Strategy 31 has also accented some of the tensions in the opposition. Many of Russia's most prominent Kremlin critics don't want to work with Mr. Limonov, who they have denounced as a fringe nationalist and a performance artist.
His followers, many of them provincial youths and former members of his now-banned National Bolshevik Party, intentionally provoke police into arresting his followers.
A U.S. diplomatic cable, recently released by Wikileaks, called Mr. Limonov a fringe opposition figure, whose influence will only last as long as his ability to attract more recruits who are willing to be beaten and arrested.
But Mr. Limonov's retort is that his critics are out of touch with the tough underlay of Russian political life, and that a polite western-style liberal movement whose members fear the police will never stand up to Kremlin steamrolling. He complains that western-leaning politicians often criticize his methods, but can't summon supporters of their own.
"They are all generals without armies," he said. "We are the only real force out there."
If Mr. Limonov's followers are an army, it's a tatterdemalion one. Headquarters is his sparsely furnished apartment on the fourth floor of a crumbling block on the outskirts of Moscow
.2,3,7 On Tuesday, he makes preparations there, fielding phone calls from scouts in the city who tell him how many police are massing at the square and where. The plan, he says, is "to get as close to the square as we can before we get detained."
A videographer arrives who will accompany him and film his arrest. Then two body guards ​ two unshaven young men who volunteer for the duty and expect to be arrested as well.
One of them reports that two police checkpoints have been set up near the apartment. The officers, he said, are slowing down each passing car to get a good look at the occupants. They decide to take some side streets to get around them. Outside, their conveyance arrives ​ a rusting blue Lada station wagon with dirty windows, a cracked windshield and sagging rear wheel. It's the kind of car that few Russian policemen would bother to peer into. Mr. Limonov, the bodyguards and videographer pile into the passenger seats, and depart.
They snake through Moscow traffic, and past police barricades to the square where police in riot gear are swarming. Fences and trucks block any passage to the square, and police far outnumber any pedestrians.
Near one of the barricades they stop the car, Mr. Limonov steps out and is arrested within seconds.
Later, after his release, he explains on the phone that he was held for about four hours and then released with an order to appear in court. Inside the truck, he said, "there were a lot of brutal, stupid police and some of my people. There were some struggles, but no bad beatings."
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1,2,3,4,5, OPINION PRESENTED AS NEWS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, CLAIM UNSUPPORTED BY DATA/FACTS, and ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The author presents his opinion rather than news by writing: “The abbreviated results -� Tuesday's rally never got started -� have come to highlight the conundrums of Russia's beleaguered opposition, as well as the stamina that might save it.”  The statement is inaccurate in that the demonstrators – Eduard Limonov and his National Bolshevik Party activists – the author goes on to describe could not be farther from being “democracy activists.”  The name of Limonov’s party should tell the reader enough about the neo-fascist, neo-communist ideology of the ‘NatsBoly’.  For more see, for example, Stephen Shenfield, Russian Fascism: Traditions, Tendencies, Movements (Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, 2001) or the books listed on the library page of his party’s website at http://nazbol.ru.  Briefly, some of the party’s principles are the following.  Politically, the first article of the party’s programme tells us: “The essence of National-Bolshevism is the incinerating hatred of antihuman system of the triad: liberalism / democracy / capitalism. The man of uprising, the national-bolshevik sees his mission in the destruction of system to its foundation. On ideals, spiritual courage, social and national justice the traditionalistic, hierarchical community will be constructed” (Shenfield, Russian Fascism, p. 208 and http://forums.skadi.net/showthread.php?t=28282). Limonov supports renunciation of the Belovezhsk Accords that dismantled the USSR in 1991 and supports the reformation of the Soviet Union not on the basis of the communist ideology but rather a Russian chauvinism and an authoritarian “National State” or “total state”; one mixed with elements of Eurasianism (Shenfield, Russian Fascism, p. 211 and http://forums.skadi.net/showthread.php?t=28282).  Economically, the structure of ownership is decidedly totalitarian and statist.  According to Limonov’s principle of “progressive nationalization”: “If 5 people work at an enterprise, it can be private.  If 55, it must go collective. If 555, it will be in regional (government) ownership.  If 5,555, it will belong to the state” (federal government).  Shenfield, Russian Fascism, p. 292, fn 27.      


2,3,7 OMISSION OF KEY FACTS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The author’s description of Limonov as a “beatnik writer and poet” is grossly understated and misleadingly benign.  Limonov is known for his violence-ridden, mysogonistic, and pornographic novels and the bizarre half-Nazi, half-Stalinist ideology of his National-Bolshevik Party.  Here is an excerpt: “The masochist Novodvorskaya (female leader of the small democratic group Democratic Union Natalya Novodvorskaya) wants young broad-shouldered rapists at last to throw themselves on her carcass and roughly rape her, together with her ma, grandma, and cat…  The young women of Russia dream of real men who will kick out the bandits, drunk traders, and pot-bellied pervert businessmen.  At last it will be possible to take pride in one’s man, and holding his form hand stroll with him, the armed fascist, along the night streets of Russia’s towns.  And by morning be happily made pregnant by him” (Shenfield, Russian Fascism, p. 208).  Among the party rules are the following mysogonist stipulations:  A party member can – and the tenor of the rules and Limonov’s writings receommends that he should – live off the earnings of the woman with whom he lives, not to pay back money he may have borrowed from her, not to listen when she is talking, and to eat meals she has prepared for her children (Shenfield, Russian Fascism, p. 292, fn 19). 


2,3,7 OMISSION OF KEY FACTS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE:  The author again omits crucially important information that would provide a rather different picture of Limonov than the article’s propaganda purposes would allow.  Limonov’s “previous brush with the authorities” was his arrest for among other things, weapons possession.  The benign characterization of Limonov as “a longtime Kremlin critic” is exposed for its banality by reviewing the previous footnote commentaries.


2,3,7 OMISSION OF KEY FACTS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The author’s attempts to give Limonov a veneer of intelligence and courage succeeds with readers uninformed by the details omitted herein but provided in this review’s first two footnote commentaries.  This is all very misleading and hence inaccurate and one-sided.


2,3,7 OMISSION OF KEY FACTS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The article up until this point has given the impression that Limonov and his people are the only forces involved in the Strategy 31.  Actually, there are many other parties involved in these demonstrations, and since the appointment of a new mayor in Moscow, the demonstrations held by more democratic elements have been officially sanctioned and increasingly left alone.  One measure that the Moscow administration is using is to give Limonov’s National-Bolshevik Party permission to demonstrate in one place and the democrats in another.  In several recent Strategy 31 demonstrations, the democrats were left alone by the police, while Limonov and the National Bolsheviks are detained not least of all because they taunt and puch the police (see Gordon M. Hahn, The Thaw Continues,” ROPV, 9 November 2010, www.russiaotherpointsofview.com/2010/11/the-thaw-continues.html; Gordon M. Hahn, “Russia 2010: Summing Up the Year for the Thaw and the Tandem,” ROPV, 5 January 2011, www.russiaotherpointsofview.com/2011/01/russia-2010-summing-up-the-year-for-the-thaw-and-the-tandem.html.  Just a week ago a democratic demonstration against corruption was held without incident in central Moscow (Yulia Slavina, “Sem’ trebovanii,” Noviye Izvestiye, 4 June 2011, www.newizv.ru cited in “Sem trebovanii dlya vlasti,” Prestupnaya Rossiya, 4 June 2011, http://crimerussia.ru/news/?id=29734).  Since authors and the editors chose to leave this and numerous other facts out of this article and every other article in the Wall Street Journal or for that matter any other article in the U.S.mainstream media, this article and the others are inaccurate, misleading, and  one-sided. 


2,3,7 OMISSION OF KEY FACTS, INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA, ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The author and editors had an opportunity to tell the more essential truths about Mr. Limonov, but passed it up.  Instead, they include less incriminating bits of information late in the article after they have established the desired impression of the embattled democrat persecuted by Russian authorities.  Moreover, the countervailing information provided does not really hint at the much more dark reality about Limonov and his ‘NatsBoly’ discussed briefly in the first two footnote commentaries in our content analysis.  Again, the article even here turns out to be not fully accurate and in the usual direction; hence, it is one-sided.
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