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GENERAL ECONOMIC AND LIFESTYLE QUESTIONS:

YES    
NO
UNSURE/or LEFT BLANK   

82 %
15%
3%   
Do you approve general direction of Russia's economy today?

30%
67%
3%
Do you budget for "payoff's to officials for business documents and permisions?    




(This is significantly lower than five years ago when 90% budgeted for bribes – 

but not to say that corruption isn't worse in other spheres.)

32%
60%
7%
Have you paid bribes to officials in the past year?





(This is considerably lower than we could have expected. We aren't sure why 7

were unsure or didn't answer this one, still it reflects the trent of last question




and still those who didn't pay bribes is higher than we would have predicted.)

92%
 5%
3%
Do average Russian citizens accept entrepreneurs like you today?




(This is very telling, since it means that mentality of Russian people toward




profit making is changing. Entrepreneurs were considered crooks until recently,




since communist ideology instilled that making a profit was evil.  This has been




one of biggest impediments to business development throughout Russia.)


72%
23%
5%
In general, do you approve of Russia joining WTO?




(World Bank's expert on WTO, David Tarr, gave this group explicit




pros and cons on WTO in second day of DC meetings.  They were appreciative




to have truthful assessment of WTO for Russia. I believe this «yes» answer

would have been significantly lower before attending the WB meeting.)

32%
58%
10%
Will joining WTO adversely affect your business?




(Interesting that even though it will affect more than half of their firms,




they still think it's good for Russia and voted for it.)

  8%
89%
  3%
Are you concerned about your business being nationalized?




(Some have businesses that service the oil and gas industry in the Urals)

90%
10%
   --
Is good life style increasing for average citizens in your region?




(The untold story in America is the amount of progress being experienced




across Russia's regions - this has all happened since Putin's presidency)

47%
46%
  7%
Is hard alcohol consumption dropping in your region?




(Among entrepreneurs there is a significant drop. Wine and champaign is in,




vodka, cognac and whiskey out.  Among older generation and those unable to

find their way in the new commercial world, alcohol use is still a big problem. Smoking is also down after entrepreneurs' U.S. trainings and living in American homes.)

FREEDOM OF PRESS ISSUES:

YES
NO
UNSURE/or BLANK

47%
46%
  7%
Are Russian newspapers better today than in the 1990s?




(Russians considered the 1900s media totally bought by the oligarchs, and




had no respect for what appeared in newspapers or on TV.  Apparently they still




don't.  However, it needs to be said that Russians have NEVER in their history




trusted their media.  Their joke in the 80s was, "You Americans




believe your propaganda, we Soviets don't believe ours." They still believe this.)

27%
68%
  5%
Do you feel you get reasonably accurate news from Russian media?




(This answer would have been true anytime over the past 85 years.  For this

reason, intelligent Russians, including business people, rely on Internet today to

compare news stories.)

50%
47%
  3%
Is there less ability to criticize the government under Putin than before?

27%
63%
 10%
Has Putin exceeded the boundaries of media control?




(This and the next question and answer are interesting for Americans who  

strongly criticize the increasing control of media across Russia.)

72%
25%
  3%
Are some constraints on press and TV necessary for a society?




(This is the most telling stat in this series.  Russians approve of more




controls on media than Americans would ever tolerate.  Take this in




consideration with the % in the above question and one gets a clear picture

that Russians feel the need for some controls on media.

MURDERS AND POISONINGS

YES
NO
UNSURE/BLANK

0%
95%
5% 
Was Putin responsible in anyway for Litvinenko's poisoning?

5%
92%
3%
Was Putin responsible in anyway for Politkovskaya's murder?

5%
90%
5%
Was Putin responsible in anyway for any of the journalist's murders?

It's a mystery why 95% of Americans are convinced that Putin was responsible for dozens of journalists' deaths over the past six years, Politkovskaya's murder a year ago and for Litvinenko's poisoning in 2006.   AND that Russians hold just about the opposite opinions.

What is the difference?  Media.  Why would western media choose to accuse a sitting president of a major nation of serial murders without a shred of factual evidence to support their accusations.  Russians who themselves are conspiracy thinkers and victims of all sorts of rumor-milling, reject the theory that Putin was behind these murders.   They simply could not believe that Americans they met in the DC100 meetings really believed that Putin was behind these murders. 

PUTIN'S TREND TOWARD AUTHORITARIANISM

YES
NO
UNSURE/BLANK

60%
28%
12%
Do you approve strong federal government with vertical alignment




of regions and cities?

58%
35%
  7%
Was nomination of governors a good decision?

  8%
89%
  3%
Has the governor in your region been replaced in past two years?

54%
38%
  8%
Has your governor been more responsible to your region in the past two years?

53%
42%
  5%
Are you concerned that too many siloviki are in Putin's government?

Repeats:

50%
47%
  3%
Is there less freedom of media under Putin than before?

27%
63%
10%
Has Putin exceeded the boundaries of media control?

This is a very short list of the trends toward authoritarianism and needs more questions before the next survey in summer of 2007 is taken.  However,  it shows that in areas of media, strong government (statist) with vertical alignment, nomination of governors, there is majority support.  Although they agree freedom of press is less than half, it's interesting that they don't feel that boundaries have been exceeded.

As for nomination of governors, although few of them were replaced, it appears that sitting governors are responding better to their electorates than before the threat of nomination (and taking away of their personal fiefdoms) was a possibility.

More than half are concerned that there are too many siloviki in the Putin government. Now to get them discussing this and other concerns with their own Duma.

OLIGARCHS TAMED?  WHAT TO DO WITH THEM?

YES
NO
UNSURE/BLANK

38%
57%
  5%
Are the oligarchs under satisfactory control now?




(This is telling.  In following questions they apparently think the BIG 25




oligarchs are under control and functioning within boundaries.




Apparently the 57% must be alluding to the smaller regional oligarchs




which have been co-joined with corrupt Governors to corner regional resources.)

82%
6%
12%
Should Potanin (big metals oligarch) be allowed to keep his fortunes?

71%
15%
14%
Should Abramovich (big oil and aluminum) be allowed to keep his fortunes?

95%
  5%
  5%
Should oligarchs be allowed to keep their companies if they pay taxes and are

responsible to Russian society?




(The three above are quite telling.  Potanin is the poster boy




oligarch who is a multi-billionaire.  He now supports Russia-wide




educational programs for youth, is Chair of Board of Hermitage


 

and is Trustee of the Guggenheim, is repurchasing Russian art and




bringing  it back to  Russia, and pays his taxes.  Abramovich is not as 




responsible as Potanin, but is Governor of Far East Chukotka region and




pays huge taxes which benefits that region, so he is looked at as




okay too.  After all the vicious hatred of oligarchs, apparently the SME




level of entrepreneurs now sees compliant oligarchs as useful for society.  

This is new, but most likely doesn't reflect general opinion of society, many

of whom who still want revenge for stealing of state property and the current grave disparity between rich and poor.)

35%
53%
12%
Do you approve of Mikhail Khodorkovsky's incarceration?



(This was big surprise.  In past years, entrepreneurs have loathed




Khodorkovsky.  Apparently, they may be mellowing on this issue.

RUSSIA'S 2008 ELECTION & PUTIN'S HANDLING OF OIL AND GAS ISSUES

YES
NO
UNSURE/BLANK

48%
40%
12%
Will Putin be the controlling power behind the next Russian President?

83%
12%
  5%
Do you approve Putin's direction and want it continued beyond 2008?

60%
30%
10%
Would you vote for Putin a third term if he were running?

72%
21%
  7%
Will you vote for continuation of Putin's direction in 2008?

91%
7%
  2%
Should the Russian state have major control over subsoil resources?

82%
13%
  5%
Are you satisfied that Russia's oil and gas are under state supervision?

80%
12%
  8%
Do you approve Putin's handling of oil and gas policies with foreign nationals?

83%
12%
  5%
Do you approve of Putin's handling of Ukraine and Georgia?

60%
37%
  3%
Do you fear Iran having nuclear missiles?

84%
15%
  1%
Do you fear NATO missiles installed in Czech Republic/Poland?

RUMINATIONS:

Friends, these stats are from a small statical sampling, but these 100 entrepreneurs are from 28 of Russia's regions and are representative of the point of view of most Russian citizens with whom we've discussed issues over the years.  Actually, the DC100 are more democraticly-minded than the average Russian.  They are certainly more internationally minded and more dynamic. They and their business counterparts in the middle class across the regions, are the future leaders of Russia.  So it's important to take their opinions seriously.

Clearly they see their country, their leader, their oil and gas reserves and NATO missiles differently than most in the US.

What we see from Putin is more than one man's rule.  Putin is popular because he represents the consciousness of the nation.  Russians rejected Boris Yeltsen outright, because he was out of step with the national consciousness and culture.  These entrepreneurs didn't vote for, or accept, Putin in his first term, because he was Yeltsin's "heir" and backed by the corrupt oligarchs.  Putin, only by identifying with the entrepreneurs' concerns, reducing their taxes, getting the oligarchs under control, limiting the power of the corrupt regional governors, creating a measure of stability and order after the chaos of Yeltsin's 90s, finally gained the entrepreneurs' confidence and their vote in his second election in 2004.  And apparently he still has it.

