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The following article appeared in the World section of the 
Washington Post 

Chechen Warns of Islamic Extremism - Appeal of Militant Ideology Is 
Spreading in North Caucasus, Rights Activist Says 
 
By Nora Boustany 
Washington Post Foreign Service 
 
February 6, 2008 
 
A Chechen human rights researcher is warning that militant Islamic ideology 
is gaining currency in the Russian separatist region of Chechnya and 
broadening its appeal elsewhere in the tense North Caucasus. 
 
Ousam Baysaev, 43, an author and former journalist who has made a career 
of chronicling human rights abuses in Chechnya and surrounding republics, 



presented his conclusions in a lecture in Washington last month at the 
National Endowment for Democracy.7,10 Such findings are likely to cause 
new anxiety among U.S. and European policymakers already concerned by 
the unrest in a region strategically important to the United States because of 
its proximity to Iran, Turkey and Afghanistan. 
 
Russia has fought two post-Soviet wars against separatist rebels in 
Chechnya, including one in 1999 that helped propel Russian President 

                                                             
7,10 OVERUSE OF SAME WESTERN SOURCE and ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The 
human rights perspective and human rights-oriented sources lead to a one-sided approach to this 
issue. Human rights activists tend to study only violations of human rights committed by states 
and their organizations, in particular their organs of coercion, while they ignore violations of 
human rights committed by non-state actors such as revolutionary, secessionist, and jihadist 
movements and organizations. The National Endowment for Democracy (NED) awarded a 
Reagan-Fascell fellowship to a former Chechen terrorist, Ilyas Akhmadov who had only recently 
defected ostensibly from the Chechen militant separatists. Ilyas Akhmadov was granted political 
asylum by the U.S. government in early August 2004. The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security lifted an appeal challenging this decision filed a year earlier, after Russia issued an 
international arrest warrant for Akhmadov on terrorism charges in September 2003. Not 
surprisingly, the Russian government objected when Akhmadov applied for political asylum in 
the United States and warned that relations between the two countries would be damaged should 
asylum be granted. Akhmadov not only received political asylum status but was awarded one of 
the much sought after Reagan-Fascell grants from the NED. He began his term at NED in the 
wake of the Beslan hostage-taking and massacre masterminded by Akhmadov’s former colleague 
in the ChRI government, the internationally-wanted terrorist Shamil Basaev, also progenitor of 
the October 2002 Dubrovka Theatre hostage-taking in Moscow and tens of other terrorist attacks 
against Russia civilians going back to 1995. In 2006, the NED website noted that its grantees 
Memo.ru, Chechen Committee for National Salvation, and the Society for Russian-Chechen 
Friendship “continued their efforts to make accurate, timely information” about the situation in 
Chechnya. Included in the ‘accurate’ and ‘timely information’ were reprinted speeches by 
Chechen jihadi leaders. The prosecution of Stanislav Dmitrievsky and his Russian-Chechen 
Friendship Society and its Director Stanislav Dmitrievskii led to the organization’s de-registration 
and closure. Amnesty International contended that closing the society "appears to be the latest 
move in a carefully calculated strategy to get rid of an organization that has been outspoken on 
behalf of victims of human-rights violations in Chechnya." Similarly, the Chechen Committee for 
National Salvation (ChKNS) website (http://savechechnya.narod.ru), along with links to the 
NED, European Union, and Radio Liberty websites includes a link to the website of the Chechen 
“resistance”, that is the jihad-oriented underground government and terrorist organization, the 
Chechen Republic of Ichkeriya (www.chechenpress.org). This site regularly posts messages 
supporting the global jihad and reports on the terrorist operations and threats from various ChRI 
jihadist jamaats. For example, on 23 October 2006, Chechepresss.org carried, for example, a 
posting from one of the ChRI’s associated jihadist jamaats, the North Ossetian jihadist jamaat 
‘Kataib al khoul’, in which ‘Kataib al khoul’ promised to continue killing Russian police and 
servicemen and targeting Russian aircraft with anti-aircraft weapons and promised to post soon a 
videoclip of a beheading of an infidel. “Zayavlenie Dzhamaata Osetii ‘Kataib al-Khoul’,” 
Chechenpress.org, 21 October 2006, www.chechenpress.info/events/2006/10/21/18.shtml. 
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Vladimir Putin to power. While fighting declined in Chechnya a few years 
ago after the Russian military established a Kremlin-supported government 
there, turmoil and strife in the wider North Caucasus have spread. 
 
In recent weeks, there have been protests in the neighboring, mostly Muslim 
republic of Ingushetia in response to a government crackdown on political 
opposition. 
 
The demonstrators have risen up against official corruption and the 
republic's president, Murad Zyazikov, a close ally of Putin. On Monday, 
Putin visited a military unit stationed in the hills of Dagestan, another restive 
republic on Chechnya's eastern border. 
 
"In those republics, there are metastasizing rebel movements," said Miriam 
Lanskoy, a senior program officer for Central Asia and the Caucasus at the 
National Endowment for Democracy,10 who moderated Baysaev's talk. 
"They come to Chechnya, fight for a week or two, and go home having more 
credibility and status." 
 
Lanskoy, who is completing a book on the Caucasus, said Chechen rebels 
who subscribed to the strict Wahhabi strain of Islam fought secular 
nationalists in 1998 for control of the separatist movement. The battles, she 
said, tilted in favor of the secular wing of the movement.8,12 

                                                             
10 See previous comment and footnote. Miriam Lanskoy, a senior program officer for Central 
Asia and the Caucasus at the National Endowment for Democracy, is co-authoring a book with 
former Chechen militant Ilyas Akhmadov on the Russian-Chechen conflict sponsored by the 
Central Asia-Caucasus Institute at Johns Hopkins University’s School for Advanced international 
Studies. See www.mediatransparency.org/recipients.php?recipientID=183 . She has no previous 
scholarly publications on Chechnya, the North Caucasus or Russia. She has been a persistent 
denier of the jihadi element among the Chechen militants. See Lanskoy, Miriam, Jessica Stern, 
and Monica Duffy Toft. "Russia's Struggle with Chechnya: Implications for the War on 
International Terrorism." Cambridge, Mass.: Caspian Studies Program, November 26, 2002, 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/12789/russias_struggle_with_chechnya.html?brea
dcrumb=%2Fexperts%2F124%2Fmiriam_lanskoy .   
8,12 LACK OF HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE CONTEXT: While the story and its 
sources are careful to stress those aspects of Russian conduct that can be used to blame Moscow 
for the escalation of the conflict, going back a decade to do so, no mention is made of the 
international jihad’s support for the Chechen militants and their efforts to strengthen the Islamic 
elements within it then and more recently. The story avoids any mention of the specifics of the 
Caucasus militants’ recent declaration of a Caucasus Emirate towards the establishment of a strict 
Shariah law-based state encompassing the entire North Caucasus or the emirate’s declaration of 
jihad against the U.S., Britain, and Israel and the jihadi ideology that now underpins the 
movement. For the declaration of the emirate and jihad against the West see “Ofitsial’nyi reliz 
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That changed, she said, when the secular7 rebel leaders tried to flee Grozny, 
the Chechen capital, ahead of a Russian assault in 2000. Many were exiled 
or killed, including a dozen top rebel commanders who died in a minefield. 
 
In his lecture, Baysaev showed a slide of a wall to illustrate the shift from 
secular to Islamic influence within the separatist movement. One slogan that 
had been sprayed on the wall graffiti-style read: "Freedom or Death." 
Beneath it was a more recent one declaring: "Chechnya is the Province of 
Allah." 
 
"They perceive themselves as having no outlet,"1,3 Baysaev said of the 
rebels, adding that they would probably "take the fight to a broader area" 
that would include Ingushetia, Dagestan and other nearby republics.2 
 
A former correspondent for Radio Free Europe, Baysaev has documented 
human rights abuses in Chechnya since 1999, when the second phase of the 
war began. He is a founding member of Memorial, a nonprofit organization 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
zayavleniya Amira Dokki Umarova o provozglashenii Kavkazskogo Emirata,” Kavkaz Tsentr, 21 
November 2007, www.kavkazcenter.com/russ/content/2007/11/21/54480.html.  
7 ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: It is simply inaccurate to state that all the “rebel leaders” 
fleeing Russian troops were “secular.” Among them were the already jihadist Shamil Basaev, 
Zelimkhan Yandarbiev, and the famous Khattab, the Jordanian-born emissary from Al Qaeda. 
1,3 OPINION PRESENTED AS NEWS and INACCURATE STATEMENT/DATA: The 
jihadists deny that anything other than the desire to establish Allah’s law across the globe 
motivates them. 
2 The statement “that they would probably ‘take the fight to a broader area’ that would include 
Ingushetia, Dagestan and other nearby republics” is presented in the form of a prediction of 
possible future events, when in fact the Caucasus jihadists have been engaged in this effort since 
1999. In August 1999 Basaev and Khattab led several thousand militants across the border with 
Dagestan sparking the second Chechen war. Numerous terrorist attacks have been conducted 
across Russia by Maskhadov’s colleague Shamil Basaev. In 2004 Maskhadov, with whom 
Ahmadov served and with whom Lanskoy suggests Russia should have negotiated with, 
announced the creation of an Ingushetia Sector which had just led an attack on the city of Nazran 
in neighboring Ingushetia, and in a joint interview with his Islamist designated successor, Abdul 
Khalim Sadulaev, he warned they would take the war to all of Russia. This statement preceded 
the Beslan hostage-taking in North Ossetia which capped a summer of major terrorist attacks 
against civilians in Moscow organized by Basaev. In 2005 Sadulaev declared Dagestan and North 
Caucasus Fronts for the spreading of jihad across the North Caucasus and eventually all Russia, 
and in 2006 his successor and present “emir” of the North Caucasus, Doka Umarov (now calling 
himself Abu Usman), opened Volga and Urals Fronts toward the same end. For years the 
Caucasus jihadists under the leaderships of Maskhadov, then Sadulaev, and now Umarov/Usman 
have been attacking officials, servicemen, and police in every region of the North Caucasus and 
on a weekly and sometimes daily basis in Ingushetia and Dagestan.  
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devoted to monitoring atrocities, war crimes and other human rights 
violations. 
 
Baysaev first became involved in human rights work in 1995, when Human 
Rights Watch came to his village of Zamashke during the first Chechen war.  
The following year, Russian soldiers arrived, searching for rebels, and 
ordered residents out of their homes. He said the soldiers then opened fire, 
wounding his entire family and others in the village.7 
 
In recent years, Baysaev and a small staff in Grozny and Ingushetia have 
been putting together "A Chronicle of Violence," a record of abuses during 
the most recent Chechen war. 
 
"Chechnya became the greatest humanitarian disaster and one of the greatest 
cases of human rights violations in Europe," he said. 
 
Baysaev became known outside the Caucasus when he spoke at a conference 
in Stockholm in the fall of 2006 and caught the attention of Anna 
Politkovskaya, a prominent Russian journalist. She was, he said, particularly 
interested in his claim that Russian security services were working with 
Chechen criminal rings against the rebels.7 
 
"I gave names of concrete killers who are now in power in Chechnya," 
Baysaev said. Politkovskaya pleaded with a reluctant Baysaev to allow her 
to print his findings in her publication under a different name, which she did. 
Two days later, on Oct. 7, 2006, Politkovskaya was shot and killed in her 
apartment building in Moscow. Baysaev is uncertain whether the publication 
of his material led to her murder. 
 

                                                             
7 ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The article does not mention, no less detail for emotional effect 
the numerous human rights violations committed by the Chechen separatists and Caucasus 
jihadists. 
7 ONE-SIDED PERSPECTIVE: The article does not mention that Chechen criminal gangs have 
worked much more closely with the Chechen militants. For example, see the Interpol report 
before the U.S. Congress “The Links Between Intellectual Property Crime and Terrorist 
Financing,” Interpol, 16 July 2003, www.interpol.int/Public/ICPO/speeches/SG20030716.asp. 
Indeed, the leader of the powerful Chechen mafia in Moscow during the 1990s was a Chechen 
field commander and became an Islamist favoring jihad. See Pavel Khlebnikov, Razgovor s 
varvarom (Moscow: Detektiv-Press, 2004). Western law enforcement bodies also deal with 
unsavory elements, including criminal ones, in efforts to maintain national security. 
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"She feared absolutely nothing," he said. "She had one great quality. When 
she wrote about someone, she did not forget him or her. So even when 
people felt disillusioned, people were willing to talk to her." 
 
Baysaev said it is now up to the Chechens to make sure they are not 
forgotten. 
 
"Our own history has to be written by us," he said. 


